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Craig Eckenrode is a problem solver.
It doesn’t matter whether the issue 
involves his new role overseeing 

the day-to-day operations of J&J Truck 
Equipment or trying to figure out how to 
run the final 50 miles of the Laurel High-
lands Hiking Trail on a busted-up big toe.
The 56-year-old attacks both of his 
passions with the same vigor, and he’s 
excited about his promotion to director 
of operations at J&J Truck Equipment. 
“I’ve been here 35 years,” Eckenrode 
said inside his office at 422 Riggs Road 
in Somerset, PA. “I know the ins and 
outs of the business. I know what needs 
to go on.”
The former production manager has 
plenty of time outside of the office to 
think about his job – and everything else 
– as he trains for and competes in ultra 
marathons. For the past six years he and 
his daughter, Autumn, have been com-
peting in races that would make some of 
the world’s top athletes wilt.
“It’s amazing what your body will do – 
and it’s not your body, it’s your brain,” 
said Eckenrode, who kicked a rock 20 
miles into the Laurel Highlands Ultra 
last year, filling his shoe with blood, 
his body with pain and his mind with 
doubts – all of which he shrugged off to 
finish the race. “After 35 or 40 miles, 
it’s just problem solving. It’s ‘OK, I 
feel like I’m getting a hot spot’ – fix 
that. Or, ‘My stomach’s bothering me,’ 
– drink this, don’t drink that. It’s just 
constant problem solving.”
Eckenrode takes the same approach at 

J&J Truck Equipment where he’s been a 
chief problem solver for years.
“It makes me tenacious,” he said of his 
long-distance running. “I handle my job 
the same way I do handling doing a 70-
mile run or a 100-miler. Sure, the chips 
may be down now, and it might not look 
good, but just keep going and it 
will get better. It will change.”
Whether it’s during training, 
which consists of 20-plus-mle 
runs on Saturdays, Sundays and 
Wednesdays, or competitions 
such as the Oil Creek 100 Trail 
Run, Eckenrode uses running as 
both an escape from the stress of 
his job but also as a way to stay 
connected to it while he’s out of 
the office. 
“The job is, at times, high stress. Ev-
eryone needs a release. Running keeps 
me pretty even-keeled. When I don’t get 
to run, I feel like I’m caged,” he said, 
but noted that slogging up the side of a 
mountain at sunrise can help him get a 
different perspective than the one he gets 
as he looks over the shop floor at J&J. 
“I think about a lot of things when I 
run. In my mind, I solve a lot of prob-
lems – for me personally and in my job. I 
don’t know if it’s blood flowing oxygen 
to the brain and everything is more ac-
tive or what it is.” 
One issue Eckenrode didn’t need to take 
much time to think about was how to fill 
his previous role a when he was promot-
ed. He has been grooming Rick Stouffer 
for the position for several years, and 

he’s quite confident that the 39-year-old, 
who joined J&J right out of high school 
in 1998, is up to the job. Stouffer has 
spent 22 years learning the intricacies 
that go into making J&J Truck Equip-
ment a success, first as a welder, then 
as a shift foreman, steadily progressing 

from third shift to second to 
first through the years.
Stouffer said his previous 
roles within the company 
will help serve him in his 
new role, which involves 
scheduling the proper 
amount of time for each 
project in the Truck Equip-
ment shop so that customers 
get their delivery on time. “I 

could see what it takes to get through 
a project from being out on the floor,” 
Stouffer said. “I know with these big-
ger custom jobs how long it’s going to 
take that guy to get through it. It kind 
of helps me schedule how many man-
hours it’s going to take.”
His new role involves working as a cus-
tomer liaison, which is a natural fit for 
the personable Stouffer, but he still en-
joys getting out on the shop floor every 
now and then to get his hands dirty. 
That combination of skills will make 
him an excellent shop superintendent, 
according to Eckenrode.
“That guy is going to do a better job 
than I did,” Eckenrode said. “He’s a 
smart guy. He’s younger. Given time, 
he’ll be a better operations guy, I 
think.”

Stouffer

Craig Eckenrode, director of operations at  
J&J Truck Equipment, regularly runs ultra  
marathons with his daughter, Autumn. 
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MH Material Hauler

J&J’s most popular model, the MH 
dump body, is the workhorse of coal 
and aggregate hauling. These pre-
cision-engineered bodies are built 
to specification and will withstand 
many years of hard service. It’s 
lighter weight, corrosion resistant, 
and our #1 selling commercial dump 
body. Also available in aluminum.

SE  Semi-Elliptical
Semi-Elliptical steel dump bod-
ies are designed to absorb impact 
and maximize volume. These dump 
bodies can stand up to a constant 
diet of big rock or to maximize 
aggregate payloads. Increase the 
return on your truck body 
investment by choosing the J&J 
Semi-Elliptical steel dump body.

LWC
Sleek, smooth, and hardworking, 
this is perfect dump body for hauling 
asphalt today and shot rock tomor-
row. It’s comparable to aluminum 
bodies in weight with the proven 
impact and abrasion resistance of 
high hard steel. If you haul rock, 
gravel, asphalt, or other aggregates, 
you owe it to yourself to check out 
this body.

Lightweight
Crossmemberless

See 
this truck 

at Mid-America 
Trucking Show. 

March 26-28 in Louis-
ville, Ky. Booth 32145

We love our dedicated readers of The Long Hauler. As a thank you, we’re giving away a prize pack valued at more 
than $500. It includes a Yeti cooler and lots of J&J apparel. If you would like to be entered in the drawing, contact 

Taylor Gontis at tgontis@riggsind.com or 814-444-3584 with your name, mailing address and phone number. 
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Cooper Trucking gives 1977 Kenworth a groovy new look

When Allan and Billy Cooper 
started restoring a 1977 Ken-
worth W900A, there was no 

doubt about where the Maryland fa-
ther and son would go for a polished 
aluminum dump body.
As longtime J&J customers, they 
knew that the brand stands for quality 
and dependability.
“We sent it up here to get a dump body, 
and it turned out great,” Billy Cooper 
said on a cold and windy January day 
in Somerset, Pennsylvania. “We like J&J 
because they’ve always lasted a long 
time. (My father Allan has) been running 
them for a long time. I’ve got a 2005 with 
one on it that we got from J&J. I haven’t 
had any trouble with it, and I use it every 
day. So, we’re happy with the products 
y’all make. This turned 
out just the way we 
ordered it.”
Allan Cooper, 

of Cooper Trucking in Upper Marl-
boro, Maryland, has been in business 
for nearly 40 years. He bought his first 
J&J dump body in the early 1980s and 
has kept coming back over the years.
“I just had y’all bodies all along, and 
it seemed like they do a good job for 
me, so I just wanted another one,” he 
said.
The Coopers found the 1977 Ken-
worth – a show truck with just 136,000 
original miles on it – in Hagerstown, 
Maryland, a few years ago. Allan Coo-
per had previously restored a similar 
model for use as a tractor. When he 
saw the amount of business that his 
son was getting, he decided to get a 
J&J material hauler dump body put 
on it so that he could help haul sand, 
gravel, and topsoil.
While the plan is to use it to do 
some work, the Coopers also 
want to show off their 40-year-
old beauty. Allan plans to take it 
to shows around Southern Mary-

land, and they have agreed to 
have it in the J&J booth 

(No. 32145) at the Mid-America Truck-
ing Show in Louisville, Kentucky, from 
March 26-28.
“We put new frame rails in it, new 
rears, new transmission,” Allan Coo-
per said. “The cab was new on it. The 
hood was new on it. So, it’s basically 
a new truck.”
The 16 ½-foot dump body features 
six intermediate polished tapered 
posts and a polished 4-inch top rail. 
Its floor is made from three-eighths-
inch aluminum plate, and the tailgate 
is quarter-inch polish aluminum with a 
coal door.
“I’m happy – really happy,” Allan Coo-
per said. “It turned out perfect.”


